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ABSTRACT:

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 represents a transformative framework for the
Indian education system, aiming to enhance quality, equity, and accessibility. This paper
explores the impact of NEP 2020 on quality assurance mechanisms in higher education. By
analyzing policy directives and their implementation strategies, the study examines how NEP
2020 addresses challenges related to accreditation, governance, and innovation. The findings
highlight the policy's potential to revolutionize higher education by fostering a culture of

excellence and continuous improvement.
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INTRODUCTION:

Higher education in India has long been at the crossroads of rapid expansion and quality
challenges. The NEP 2020 introduces a comprehensive roadmap to address these issues,
emphasizing quality assurance as a cornerstone of its vision. This paper investigates the
implications of NEP 2020 on quality assurance in higher education, focusing on its key reforms

and their potential to enhance institutional performance and learning outcomes.
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY:
1. To analyze the quality assurance framework proposed under NEP 2020.

2. To assess the impact of NEP 2020 on accreditation and governance in higher education

institutions.

3. To explore the challenges and opportunities in implementing NEP 2020 for quality

assurance.
METHODOLOGY:

This study adopts a qualitative approach, relying on secondary data from policy documents,
government reports, and academic literature. The analysis focuses on the NEP 2020 framework

and its alignment with global best practices in quality assurance.
LITERATURE REVIEW:
Quality Assurance in Higher Education

Quality assurance refers to systematic processes that ensure education standards are maintained
and enhanced. Globally, accreditation bodies and institutional governance play pivotal roles in

upholding quality.

NEP 2020: A Paradigm Shift

The NEP 2020 envisions a holistic transformation of higher education by:
« Promoting multidisciplinary and flexible learning.

o Establishing the Higher Education Commission of India (HECI) as a central regulatory

body.
e Encouraging institutional autonomy and accountability.

Key Features of NEP 2020 Impacting Quality Assurance
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Establishment of HECI

The HECI is designed to streamline regulation and ensure accountability through its four

verticals:
1. National Higher Education Regulatory Council (NHERC): For regulation.
2. National Accreditation Council (NAC): For accreditation.
3. Higher Education Grants Council (HEGC): For funding.
4. General Education Council (GEC): For setting academic standards.
Emphasis on Accreditation

NEP 2020 mandates that all higher education institutions achieve accreditation through a
transparent and rigorous process. The policy encourages institutions to adopt internal quality

assurance mechanisms to complement external evaluations.
Multidisciplinary Education

The policy promotes multidisciplinary institutions, fostering innovation and holistic
development. Quality assurance frameworks must adapt to evaluate diverse academic

offerings.
Digital and Online Learning

NEP 2020 emphasizes technology integration, necessitating new quality benchmarks for online

and blended learning.
Challenges in Implementing NEP 2020 for Quality Assurance

1. Diversity of Institutions: India’s higher education landscape includes public, private,

and autonomous institutions with varying capacities.
2. Resource Constraints: Many institutions face financial and infrastructural limitations.

3. Resistance to Change: Stakeholders may resist reforms due to entrenched practices

and mindsets.

4. Capacity Building: Ensuring that faculty and administrators are equipped to

implement quality assurance measures is critical.

Opportunities Presented by NEP 2020
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1. Global Standards: Alignment with international quality assurance practices enhances
global recognition.

2. Institutional Autonomy: Greater autonomy fosters innovation and accountability.

3. Technology Integration: Digital tools enable efficient quality monitoring and data-

driven decision-making.

4. Focus on Lifelong Learning: Encouraging continuous education aligns with evolving

societal needs.
RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Strengthen Accreditation Systems: Establish robust mechanisms for timely and fair

evaluations.

2. Capacity Building Programs: Train faculty and administrators in quality assurance

practices.

3. Leverage Technology: Develop digital platforms for monitoring and reporting quality

metrics.

4. Encourage Collaboration: Foster partnerships between institutions to share best

practices and resources.

5. Monitor Implementation: Regularly assess the progress of NEP 2020 initiatives to

ensure alignment with quality goals.
CONCLUSION:

NEP 2020 has the potential to transform higher education in India by embedding quality
assurance into its core. By addressing challenges and leveraging opportunities, the policy can
create a dynamic and globally competitive education system. Stakeholders must collaborate to
realize the vision of NEP 2020, ensuring that quality assurance becomes a catalyst for

excellence in higher education.
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